






23rd September, 1974. 
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING HELD AT THE OFFICES OF THE 
SOUTH CUMBRIA WATER SUPPLY UNIT, HENSIGHAM, CUMBERLAND 
ON MONDAY, 3RD JUNE, 1974. 
1. Address of Welcome by the Chairman of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
The Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, Mr. J.R.S. watson, 
in welcoming Members to this, the first meeting of the Advisory Committee, 
introduced the Officers present. 
Mr. Watson reminded members that neither this nor the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Corrpittee possessed executive powers; recommendations by the. 
Regional Committee on such matters as the 'maintenance, improvement and 
development of fisheries would be communicated to the Water Management 
Committee whilst recommendations in connection with fishing licence and 
permit duties would be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee. 
He informed the Committee that the Authority had decided by resolution that 
Authority Members could attend all Committee meetings of the Authority 
(including Local Advisory Committee meetings) and could speak at such 
meetings but vote only at the meetings of Committees of which they were 
members. 
Appointment of Chairman. 
RESOLVED; 
That Mr. W.F. Hobson be appointed Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
for the period ending 31st March, 1975. . 
(W.F. HOBSON, ESQ., CHAIRMAN) 
The Chairman expressed his thanks to the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee for his introductory remarks and advice, and endorsed his 
remarks concerning the role of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
3. The Role and Constitution of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
A report setting out the role and constitution of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee) was submitted to Members for their information (A copy 
of the report is annexed to the signed copy of these Minutes). 
The Role and Constitution of the 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committees 
The Chairman referred to the various aspects which were considered when 
inviting Members to serve on the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
The Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee indicated that 
any points which members wished to make on .the question of representation should 
be submitted for discussion at' a future meeting. 
A report setting out the role and constitution of each of the Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees was submitted to members for their information (A copy 
of the report is annexed to the signed copy of these Minutes). 
Water Quality Representation on 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
It was reported that the Authority had agreed in principle, with the support 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, that the Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees' Membership might usefully include one or tvro persons 
knowledgeable in the .quality aspects of surface waters. 
The Chairman of the Authority, prior to extending invitations to suitable 
persons wished :to know whether the Local Committees desired to submit the 
names of any persons from within their respective areasfor his consideration. 
RESOLVED: 
That this Committee consider the water quality aspects of surface 
water to be adequately represexited, by its present membership. 
Member s Allowances. 
Members were informed that, following guidance received from the Department 
of the Environment;) the Authority had approved the following arrangements 
in respect of Members Allowances for Advisory Committees 
(a) The rate of travel and subsistence will be as'those applicable from 
time to time to Members of the Authority. - _ . ' 
(b) Financial loss allowance will be claimable in appropriate cir-
cumstances by both the Authority and non-Authority Members. 
(c) When Advisory Committees meet at Dawson House, meals will be 
provided, members paying 'the cost thereof and. claiming an 
appropriate subsistence allowance. 
(d) Mien Advisory Committees meet elsewhere, subsistence will be 
paid in normal circumstances if claimed. 
Fisheries Estimates 1974~,7,5«, 
A summary of the anticipated income and expenditure on Fisheries in the area 
of the Authority was submitted for members information. 
Fishery Byelaws. ( 
It was reported that the Regional Fisheries Ad.visor3r Committee at their meet? 
held on 29th April, 1974? had considered the Fishery Byelaws operating at the-
present time within the areas of the Cumberland and Lancashire River Units. 
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10. Fish Mortality — River Marron. 
Members had before them a detailed report concerning a serious fish.mortality 
which had occurred on the River Marron. between Ullock and the confluence with 
the River Derwent on Thursday, 25th April, 1974. 
A serious farm, fire had necessitated the Cumbria Fire Authority pumping an ; 
estimated 135,030 gallons of water from, the river and the majority of this had 
drained back to the watercourse after being played on a blazing barn containing, 
30 tons of fertilizer. (The stated analysis of the fertilizer was 29.0% 
nitrogen 4.8% soluble phosphoric acid and 5.0$ potash). 
Following representations from senior officers of the Cumberland River Unit, 
the Chief Fire Officer of the Cumbria Force had agreed to give early notification 
in future of serious fires which could lead to river pollution. 
To enable any action to be taken in future cases of suspected pollution, the 
Cumberland River Unit Manager undertook to look into the possibility of water 
bailiffs receiving the necessary training in taking samples of surface water. 
. The Assistant Director of Operations (River Management) informed the meeting 
that the Authority were, at the present time, reviewing the whole spectrum of 
safety precautions being exercised within, the area of the Authority. This co-
possibly lead to the establishment in the future of control offices manned 24 n< 
a day. 
Both the. Regional and Unit Fisheries Officers, recommended that the River Marro: 
be restocked from the resources available to the Unit at the. present time. 
RESOLVED: 
That the report be received and that the recommendations of the Regional 
and Unit Fisheries Officers be approved and adopted. 
11. Bailiffing Staff. 
' 
Members expressed concern at the extreme difficulty which was being experienced 
in engaging and retaining bailiffing staff for the West Cumberland area. It 
was felt that the lack of housing and the. greater financial incentives to employ-
ees engaged in industry were significant factors in creating these difficulties 
RECOMMENDED; 
That as a matter of urgency, the Authority be requested to take the 
necessary steps to provide housing accommodation for four water 
bailiffs in the West Cumberland area. 
12. Illegal Fishing and Prosecution of Offenders. 
Following a request for information it was reported that the present system 
of instituting legal proceedings obtaining in the Cumberland River Unit area 
is to employ private Solicitors to conduct cases on behalf of the Authority. 
Members were informed that the normal processing system allowed for the 
relevant prosecution papers to be passed to the appropriate solicitor within 
14 days of the alleged offence being detected. Court proceedings would, in 
the normal course of events, then take place within 28 days thereafter. 
The Manager of the Cumberland River Unit reported that the current system 
was being reviewed with the Solicitors concerned in an attempt to achieve an 







4. The Role and. Constitution of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees 
The Chairman referred, to the fact that the Authority wished the Local 
Committees to play their part in formulating the fisheries policy of 
the Authority. 
A report setting out the role and constitution of each of the Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committees, was submitted to members for their 
information. (A copy of the report is annexed to the signed copy of 
these minutes.) 
5. Water Quality Representation on Local Fisheries Advisory Committees 
It was reported that the Authority had agreed in principle, with the 
support of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, that member-
ship of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees might usefully include 
one or two persons knowledgeable in the quality aspects of surface waters. 
The Chairman of the Authority, prior to extending invitations to suitable 
persons, wished to know whether the Local Committees desired to submit the 
names of any persons from within their respective areas for his consideration. 
RESOLVED: 
That whilst the Committee support this proposal in principle 
no nomination be made at the present time. 
6. Members'Allowances 
Members were informed that, following guidance received from the Department 
of the Environment, the Authority had approved the following arrangements 
in respect of Members' Allowances for Advisory Committees 
(a) The rates of travel and subsistance will be those 
applicable from time to time to Members of the 
Authority. 
(b) Financial loss allowance will be claimable in 
appropriate circumstances by both Authority and 
Non-Authority Members. 
(c) When Advisory Committees meet at Dawson House, meals 
will be provided, Members paying the cost thereof and 
claiming am appropriate subsistence allowance. 
(d) When Advisory Committees meet elsewhere subsistence 
will be paid in normal circumstances if claimed. 
7. Fisheries Estimates 1974-75 
A summary of the anticipated income and expenditure on fisheries in the 
area of the Authority was submitted for members' information. 
8. Fishery Byelaws 
It was reported that the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, at their 
meeting held on 29th April, 1974, had considered the Fishery Byelaws 
operating at the present time within the areas of the Cumberland and 
Lancashire River Units. A Working Party of officers had been set up 
as a first step in order to consider what degree of standardisation could 
be achieved, compatible with the requirements of local fisheries interests 
throughout the whole of the area of the North West Water Authority. 
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The Working Party would, in due course, prepare and submit a report 
embodying appropriate recommendations to the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee. 
It was further reported that in view of the Authority's impending review 
of Fishery Byelaws, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had 
agreed, following representations from the Authority, not to confirm the 
Byelaw' proposals submitted by the former Cumberland River Authority during 
the latter part of 1973. 
RESOLVED; 
That members forward to the Regional Fisheries Officer 
any recommendations they may wish to make regarding Byelaw 
proposals for consideration at the next meeting of this 
Committee. 
9. "Taking Stock" - A Report to the Association of River Authorities 
A copy of the published report of the Working Party established by the 
Association of River Authorities in October, 1971, entitled "Taking Stock" 
had been circulated to each member of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee and all members of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
The terms of reference of the Working Party were as follows;-
(a) To examine the practices and customs relating to the 
trapping and netting of migratory fish. 
(b) To investigate the effects of such practices on the 
well being of migratory fisheries. 
(c) To review matters relating to the taking of migratory 
fish and to recommend ways of improving the fisheries 
in England and Wales in the light of change. 
At their meeting held on 29th April, 1974, the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
•Committee resolved that the local Fisheries Advisory Committees be invited 
to consider the report and submit their observations thereon to the meeting 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee which is to be held on JOth 
September, 1974. 
The Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee drew the 
attention of members to Recommendation No. 13 on page 46 of the Report and 
requested the Advisory Committee to include in their observations to the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee a specific recommendation concerning 
the future policy of the North West Water Authority with regard to the 
possible acquisition of fisheries or suitable waters which could be 
developed as fisheries. 
RESOLVED: 
That consideration of this matter be deferred until 
the next meeting of the Committee and that in the interim 
the Regional Fisheries Officer prepare a report thereon 
for submission to members at that meeting. 
10. Freshwater Fish Annual Close Season 
Members discussed the implications of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act, 1972, in connection with the Annual Close Season for Freshwater Fish. 
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RESOLVED: 
That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be 
recommended to apply for a Byelaw dispensing with the 
Annual Close Season for Freshwater Fish within the area 
of the Cumberland River Unit. 
11. Licence Duties 
Members had before them a table summarising the classes of rod and line 
licences issued at the present time within the areas of the Cumberland 
and Lancashire River Units. 
At their meeting held on 29th April, 1974, the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee had discussed the question of a licensing system for 
the area when it was resolved that:-
"Prior to the consideration by the Committee of the whole 
question of licensing, the Mersey and Weaver Fisheries 
Advisory Committee be requested to consider this matter 
and submit recommendations thereon to the Regional 
Committee." 
RESOLVED: 
That the resolution of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee be noted. 
12. Illegal Ground Baiting with Maggot 
Members discussed the illegal practice of using maggots as ground bait 
in Ullswater. 
The Unit Fisheries Officer confirmed that this practice had been prevalent 
for a considerable number of years and it had proved extremely difficult 
to apprehend the offenders. He informed members that the practice did 
not appear to have had any significant effect upon the level of trout 
stocks in the lake. 
13. Trout Stocking 
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported that the Cumberland River Unit 
had some 30,000 trout at Holmwrangle Hatchery which were being reared for 
release as two year olds in the Spring of 1976. 
RESOLVED: 
That the Report be received. 
Nursery Stream Project 
Members had before them a report of the progress of the Nursery Stream 
Project which had commenced early in 1972 with the support of the 
Education Authority and the former Cumberland River Authority and it was 
reported that an Interim Report on the Project had been published by the 
Fishery Department of the former Cumberland River Authority in December, 
1973. 
RESOLVED: 
That the Report be received. 
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15. Holmrangle Hatchery 
It was reported by the Unit Fishery Officer that of the 561,000 salmon 
ova laid down for the 1973/74 hatching season only 128,000 salmon fry 
remained, a survival of approximately 22%. Of the 417,000 sea trout 
ova 116,000 remained, a 27% survival and 30,000 fry remained from the 
100,000 brown trout ova originally laid down, a survival rate of 30%. 
Heavy mortalities had been experienced in the alevin and ova populations 
due to the deposition of silt in the troughs and on the ova following 
continuous rain which had produced heavy silt loads in Hurley Beck. 
Problems with silting no longer existed now that the borehole was 
operational and the survival rate in the hatchery would, the Unit Fishery 
Officer emphasised, have been far higher if the borehole had been in 
operation earlier this year. 
The Regional Fishery Officer commented that he was greatly impressed with 
the quality of fry at the hatchery and found the layout most encouraging. 
The Unit Fishery Officer reported that a Hatchery Manager was now employed 
on a full-time basis travelling daily from Carlisle. In his opinion 
however it was imperative that the Manager reside at the hatchery. 
RESOLVED: 
That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be 
recommended, as a matter of urgency, to press the Authority 
to provide housing accommodation for the Hatchery Manager 
at or near to the Hatchery. 
16. Date. Time and Venue of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: 
That the next meeting of this Committee be held on 
Tuesday, 3rd September, 1974, at 2.30 p.m. at the offices 






7. Fisheries Estimates 1974-75 
A summary of the anticipated income and expenditure on fisheries in the area of 
the Authority was submitted for the information of members. 
It was reported that in 1966, under the provisions of the Manchester Corporation 
Water Order, 1966, the Corporation had paid £30,000. compensation to the former 
Lancashire River Authority in respect of harm inflicted on fisheries in the 
River Leven resulting from the abstraction of water by the Corporation at 
Windermere, it being a condition of the payment that the £30,000 be expended on 
the improvement of fisheries in the River Leven. The Chairman of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee informed members that for a variety of reasons there 
had been no finalisation of any scheme to improve the Leven Fisheries. The 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committees at the meeting held on 29th April, 1974, 
had resolved that this Advisory Committee be requested to consider the question 
of the improvement of fisheries in the River Leven and to make recommendations thereon. 
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RESOLVED: 
That prior, to the formulation of any recommendations Messrs. R. Barratt, 
C. H. Cheetham and J. H. Fell inspect the River Leven and that 
Mr. Denis While, the Secretary of the Leven Angling Association, be 
invited to accompany these members on the inspection. 
8. Fishery Bye laws 
It was reported that the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, at their meeting 
held on 29th April, 1974, had considered the Fishery Byelaws operating at the 
present time within the areas of the Cumberland and Lancashire River Units. A 
Working Party of officers had been set up as a first step in order to consider 
what degree of standardisation could be achieved compatible with the requirements 
of local fisheries interests throughout the whole of the area of the North West 
Water Authority. The Working Party would, in due course, prepare and submit a 
report embodying appropriate recommendations to the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee. 
It was further reported that in view of the Authority's impending review of 
fishery byelaws, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had agreed, 
following representations from the Authority, not to confirm the byelaws sub-
mitted by the former Cumberland River Authority during the latter part of 1973. 
RGSOLVED; 
That the report be received. 
9. "Taking Stock" - A Report to the Association of River Authorities 
A copy of the published report of the Working Party established by the 
Association of River Authorities in 1971, entitled "Taking Stock" had been 
circulated to each member of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee and all 
members of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
The terms of reference of the Working Party were as follows:-
(a) To examine the practices and customs relating to the trapping 
and netting of migratory fish; 
(b) To investigate the effects of such practices on the well being 
of migratory fisheries; 
(c) To review matters relating to the taking of migratory fish and 
to recommend ways of improving the fisheries in England and 
Wales in the light of change. 
At their meeting held on 29th April, 1974, the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee resolved that the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees be invited to 
consider the report and submit their observations thereon to the meeting of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee which should be held on 30th September, 1974. 
Hie Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee drew the attention of 
members to the recommendation No. 13 on page 46 of the Report and requested the 
Advisory Committee to include in their observations to the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory -Committee, a' specific recommendation concerning the future policy of 
the North West Water Authority, with regard to the possible acquisition of 
fisheries or suitable waters which could be developed as fisheries. 
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RESOLVED: 
That consideration of this matter be deferred until the next meeting of 
the. Committee and that in the interim members forward to the Regional 
Fisheries Officer any observations they may wish to submit for inclusion 
in a report which he would be preparing for that meeting. 
10. Fishery Freshets - River Leven 
It was reported that the Fishery Committee of the former Lancashire River 
Authority had considered the question of the release of freshets for fishery 
purposes and that at its meeting on 21st October, 1968, had set up the River 
Leven (Freshets) Special Committee, to consider how to best utilise the water-
bank of 500 million gallons. 
The Special Committee met on 28th October, 1968, and decided that providing that 
the River Leven was receiving a flow of not less than 30 m.g.d. no harm would be 
inflicted on fisheries. When the flow fell below this level releases of 10 
million gallons over a period of twelve hours would be desirable, thus giving a 
coverage,extending for fifty days of drought conditions, 
As.a result Manchester Corporation were informed that releases would not be 
required during times when the river flow was high enough to entitle them to 
pump from Windermere (i.e. 30 rn.g.d. in winter and 60 m.g.d. in summer). The 
Corporation were, however, requested to design the sluices to accommodate the 
release of a maximum of 1 million gallons per hour for fishery requirements. 
The sluices were so designed and are operated to the directions of the Fishery 
department of the Lancashire River Unit as flows on the river dictate. 
RECOMMENDED: 
That the existing arrangements operating on the River Leven with 
regard to Fishery Freshet releases continue for the time being. 
11. Utilisation of Water Resources 
Members had before them a report prepared by the Assistant Director of Operations 
(River Management) concerning the operation of surface sources of water supply. 
RESOLVED: 
(a) That the report be received and that arrangements be made for 
members of this Committee to visit the Watchgate Treatment Works; 
(b) That the Lancashire River Unit Manager prepare a report for 
presentation to the next meeting of this Committee' on the steps 
taken to safeguard the interests of other water users when 
considering applications for licences to abstract from under-
ground strata in the River Wyre catchment area. 
12. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting 
That the next meeting of the Committee held on.Monday, 9th September, 1974, 
at 11.00 a.m. at the Watchgate Treatment Works, and that a teach-in and inspecti 
of the Works be held prior to lunch with the meeting being held thereafter. 
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13. pollution Reports 
It was reported that complaints had been received about the pollution of two 
watercourses namely the bed of Cark Beck at the discharge from Cartmel Sewage 
Works which appeared to be in an unsatisfactory condition and the River Kent 
downstream' from the paper mill which appeared to be affected by a fungus 
growth. The Lancashire River Unit Manager undertook to ensure that the Water 





The Regional Fisheries Officer submitted his report incorporating 
recommendations regarding the work to be carried out to the benefit 
of fisheries in respect of injurious affection in consequence of the 
taking of water from Windermere, as detailed hereunder:-
(i) "Make permanent", (without altering their "natural appearance"), 
weirs No. 2, 5, 6, 9 and 10. Weir No. 4 situated at the down-
stream end of what is known as the Cemetry Pool to be repaired 
in addition to being made permanent. 
(ii) The fish pass on Ainsworth's Weir to be repaired and improved 
in order to facilitate the passage of ascending fish. 
(iii) To form a new resting pool by the construction of a permanent 
boulder weir at the downstream end of what is known as the 
Brewer's field, immediately behind the garage on the east side 
of the old road through Backbarrow. 
(iv) The removal of the large boulder in the rocky inlet channel 
at the head of what is known at the Cemetry Pool, and the 
extension downstream of the rock ridge adjacent to the boulder 
in the form of a groyne to ensure a satisfactory flow of water 
into that part of the pool in which fish rest. 
(v) The breach in the island immediately below Weir No. 4 to be 
repaired in order to avoid possible silting of the pool by flow 
from the channel behind the island. 
(vi) The electric screen on the tail race of Mr. While's plant to 
be replaced with a new screen. 
It was suggested that the appropriate officers give further 
consideration to the best method .of preventing the ingress 
of kelts to the headrace of Mr. While's plant, with a view 
to subsequently submitting a recommendation to the Committee. 
Arising from the subsequent discussion, the members who had taken 
part in the inspection of the river felt that prior to any of the above 
works being undertaken, the legal position regarding the application of 
the compensation monies paid by the former Manchester corporation should 
be clarified. Subject to the clearance as to the legal aspect 
Mr. While should then be approached to ascertain (a) whether he would 
be willing to cease abstracting during the months of July, August and 
September in each year and (b) the compensation he would require in 
consequence thereof. 
The Unit Manager strongly recommended the immediate undertaking 
of the works outlined by the Regional Fisheries Officer, these works 
being in essence, as agreed by the former Lancashire River Authority 
and the Manchester Corporation, in order that the work could commence 
in the Spring of 19 75. 
RECOMMENDED: 
(i) That the legal position regarding the application of the 
monies paid by the former Manchester Corporation be clarified, 
and if permissible that Mr. D. While be approached to ascertain 
whether he would be willing to cease abstracting from the River 
Leven during the months of July, August and September in each 
year and the compensation he would require in consequence thereof. 





It was reported that the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, at their meeting 
held on 29th April, 1974, had considered the Fishery Byelaws operating at the 
present time within the areas of the Cumberland and Lancashire River Units. A 
Working Party of officers had been set up as a first step in order to consider 
what degree of standardisation could be achieved compatible with the requirements 
of local fisheries interests throughout the whole of the area of the North West 
Water Authority. 
The Working Party would, in due course, prepare and submit a report embodying 
appropriate recommendations to the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
It was further reported that in view of the Authority's impending review of 
fishery byelaws, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had agreed, 
following representations from the Authority not to confirm the Byelaw proposals 
submitted by the former Cumberland River Authority during the latter part of 19/3. 
RESOLVED: 
That members forward to the Regional Fisheries Officer any 
recommendations they may wish to make regarding Byelaw proposals. 
9. "Taking Stock"_- A Report to the Association of River Authorities 
A copy of the published report of the Working Party established by the Association 
of River Authorities in October, 19 71, entitled "Taking Stock" had been circulated 
to each member of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee and all members of the 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
The terms of reference of the Working Party were as follows 
(a) To examine the practices and customs relating to the trapping 
and netting of migratory fish; 
(b) To investigate the effect of such practices on the well being 
of migratory fisheries; 
(c) To review matters relating to the taking of migratory fish and 
to recommend ways of improving the fisheries in England and 
Wales in the light of change. 
At their meeting held on 29th April, ..1974, the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee resolved, that the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees be invited 
to consider the report and submit their observations thereon to the meeting 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee which is to be held on 30th September, 
1974. 
The Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee drew the attention of 
members to recommendation No. 13 on page 46 of the report and requested the 
Advisory Committee to include in 'their observations to the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee a specific recommendation concerning the future policy of the 
North West Water Authority with regard to the possible acquisition of fisheries-
or suitable waters which could be developed as fisheries. 
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RESOLVED: 
That consideration of this matter be deferred until the next meeting 
of the Committee and that in the interim .the Regional Fisheries 
Officer prepare a report thereon' for submission to members at that 
meeting. " 
10. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: 
That the next meeting of this Committee be held on Wednesday, 
11th September, 19 74, at the offices of the Lancashire River 
Unit at Preston, commencing at 2.30 p.m. 
11. Fisheries in the Ownership of the North West Water Authority 
It was requested that a schedule of all fisheries within the ownership of the 
North West Water Authority be circulated to members of this Committee as soon 
as possible. Members were informed that such a schedule was, in fact, currently 







Byelaw proposals submitted by the former Camberland Kiver Authority 
during the latter part of 1973. 
RESOLVED: 
That the Chairman of this Committee and Messrs. 
Jennings and Ross maintain liaison with the Regional 
Fisheries Officer who will submit any comments or 
suggestions which they may have to the Working Party 
of officers which has been formed to consider the whole 
question' of Fishery Byelaws. 
9. "Taking Stock" - A Report to the Association of River Authorities 
A copy of the published report of the Working Party established by the 
Association of River Authorities in October, 1971, entitled "Taking Stock" 
had been circulated to each member of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee and all members of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
The terms of reference of the Working Party were as follows: 
(a) To examine the practices and customs relating to 
the trapping and netting of migratory fish. 
(b) To investigate the effects of such practices on 
the well being of'migratory fisheries. 
(c) To review matters relating to the taking of migratory 
fish and to recommend ways of improving the fisheries 
in England and Wales in the light of change. 
At their meeting held on 29th April, 1974, the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee resolved that the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees be invited 
to consider the report and submit their observations thereon to the meeting 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee which is to be held on 30th 
September, 1974. The attention of members was drawn to recommendation No. 
13 on page 46 of the Report in connection with which the Chairman of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee had requested that all Local 
Committees include in their observations to the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee a specific recommendation concerning the future policy of the 
North West Water Authority with regard to the possible acquisition of 
fisheries or suitable waters which could be developed as fisheries. 
RESOLVED: 
11. Licence Duties 
Members had before them a table summarising the classes of rod and line 
licences issued at the present time within the areas of the Cumberland 
and Lancashire River Units. 
At their meeting held on 29th April, 1974, the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee had discussed the question of the licencing system 
for the area when it was resolved that:-
"Prior to the consideration by the Committee of the whole 
question of licensing, the Mersey and Weaver Fisheries 
Advisory Committee be requested to consider this matter 
and submit recommendations thereon to the Regional 
Committee". 
RESOLVED: 
That the Regional Fisheries Officer prepare a report 
relating to licence duties for submission to the next 
meeting of Committee. 
12. Coarse Fish Unit 
The Committee were informed that the Regional Fisheries Officer, at the 
meeting of the. Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 29th April, 
1974 reported that there was a need for the establishment of a Coarse 
Fish Unit, with a small operating staff, based on a number of holding 
pools in which a stock of coarse fish either from electric fish operations 
or from specific purchases would be held available to. meet demand from 
within the area. 
The Regional Fisheries Officer informed members that he would be reporting 
to the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee on this matter, with detailed 
proposals, at a subsequent meeting. In the interim he indicated that he 
would welcome any suggestions from members regarding suitable sites 
available for such a project within the area of the North West Water 
Authority. 
13. Research 
The Regional Fisheries Officer and the Chief Water Quality Officer of the 
Mersey and Weaver River Unit area reported on the various areas of research 
being undertaken at the present time by the Fisheries staff of the Authority. 
14. Pollution 
The question of pollution was discussed generally by members and verbal 
reports were presented by the Assistant Director (Water Quality) and the 
Chief Water Quality Officer of the Mersey and Weaver River Unit. 
RESOLVED: 
That this matter be raised at a future meeting of the 
Committee, for further consideration'. 
15, Pate? Time and Venue of Next Meeting 
RESOLVED: 
That the next meeting of this Committee be held on 
Monday, l6th September, 197'+ at Dawson House, Great Sanlcey, 





That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee accept the 
proposals outlined above with the amendment that a Freshwater 
Fish Licence should be available for the area of the Mersey and 
Weaver River Unit as distinct from a combined licence and the 
duty payable thereon should be equivalent to that levied in 
the area of the Lancashire River Unit, at present £0.50 for an 
adult and £0.25 for a junior. 
22. Water Quality Representation on Local Fisheries Advisory Committees 
RECOMMENDED: 
That the name of Dr. J. W. Jones, O.B.E., of the 
Department of Zoology, Liverpool University, be submitted 
to the Chairman of the Authority for consideration. 
2 3. Pollution 
The Committee received, and noted, a copy of an address given by 
Mr. A. Ross to the Mersey and Weaver Anglers' Consultative Association 
in May, 1970, and relating to the subject of "Pollution". 
24. Fisheries Activities 
A report was received from the Unit Water Quality Officer on 
the work completed and being undertaken in respect of fisheries at 
the present time in his Department. 
25. Schedule of Meetings, 1974-75 
A timetable for the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees was 
submitted for the information of members prior to being placed on 
the Agenda for consideration and approval by the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee at the meeting to be held on 30th September, 1974. 
The Committee confirmed that the dates proposed for the meetings 
of this Advisory Committee as set out hereunder were acceptable:-
16th December, 1974. 
27th January, 1975. 
12th May, 1975. 
26. Financial Contributions to Consultative Associations 
It was reported that a request had been received from the Mersey 
and Weaver Anglers' Consultative Association requesting that the 
Committee give consideration to the possibility of the making by the 
Authority, of an annual financial grant.to Anglers Consultative 
Associations. 
RECOMMENDED: 
That the request be noted but that no action be taken in 
connection therewith. 
27. Water Abstraction - Issue of Licences 
The Director of Operations and the Manager of the Mersey 
and Weaver River Unit outlined the procedures adopted in the granting 
of licences to abstract water. 
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6. The role of the Rivers Division would be special, in that it would be 
concerned with activities covering the whole of the Region and would 
thus be in contact directly on a regular basis with all other Divisions. 
It would also be the only operating Division whose activities are 
reflected in special Committee arrangements at Member/Authority level. 
The functions carried out by. the Rivers Division would be: 
(i) land drainage; 
(ii) water resource investigation, hydrometry, hydrology . 
and abstraction licensing; 
(iii) water quality monitoring, investigation and pollution 
prevention; 
(iv) fisheries work.-
There are approximately 1,100 employees in the three river units at 
present, the division being approximately; Mersey and Weaver - 525; 
Lancashire - Cumberland - 150. By far the greatest number of 
employees are concerned with-land drainage operations, in fact virtually 
the whole of the manual labour force of 600 are employed upon such works, 
which are carried out on "main" rivers throughout the whole of, the 
Authority's area. It is clear, therefore, that the local management of 
land drainage operations must be effectively maintained* The accommodation 
and facilities already exist for this organisation and any changes in the 
existing pattern would only be brought about after investigation and 
discussion with all the parties concerned. Regarding the water resource 
function, there will be a requirement for. abstraction licensing to be 
carried out throughout the Region but, with the transfer to Regional 
Headquarters of certain functions relating to long term planning, it is . 
likely that there would be a case for some centralisation of the existing 
arrangements for investigation work, etc. Pollution prevention activities 
have been basically divided into three sections in the past; the 
Inspectorate who deal with the daily routine and certain investigation works; 
the laboratory facilities which handles the sampling and analysis programme; 
and. the technical support sections who are responsible for carrying out 
specialist investigations and who have acquired, over the years, a particular 
expertise in dealing with specific problems. Whilst the Inspectorate 
would remain on a district basis, there is obviously some advantage in a. 
single Rivers Division in dealing with certain of the functions on a 
differing arrangement than hitherto. It is not envisaged that there would 
be any fundamental change in the arrangements for fisheries management, 
except for-the provision of an appropriate organisation for the southern 
part of the Region. The work of the fishery- sections of the Division 
would be extended to include all waters owned by the Authority (reservoirs, 
etc.), where their expertise and advice in the development and management 
of fisheries would be invaluable. The pattern for fisheries has. already 
been considered in relation to the arrangement for bailiffing, but the 
long term requirements fdr scientific support and advice have yet to be 
determined. 
7. The Divisional Manager's post'would replace that of the Assistant Director 
(River Management) in Headquarters, and he'would report to the Director 
of Operations (as would other Divisional Managers). In the interests of 
economy, the Headquarters Operations Department would not build up staff 
of its own concerned with river management. The role of the Regional 
Fisheries-Officer would remain unaffected, insofar as he would continue 
to co-ordinate fishery activities and -policies on a Regional basis. He 
would also be a member of the Management Team of the Rivers Division. 
8. The Committee are invited, in the light of the information and intentions 
indicated above, to agree with the Authority's conclusion in favour of a 
single Rivers Division subject to consultation with this Committee. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
30TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
' Water Bailiffs' .Structure 
1. At present there are differing arrangements for the organisation 
of bailiffs' duties in the Cumberland and Lancashire River Unit areas 
and there is no establishment for fisheries in the Mersey and Weaver 
River Unit area. The grading of the various posts in the two northern 
units is different and considerable difficulties have been experienced 
in the past in recruitment and retention.of staff. The former 
Cumberland River Authority made certain recommendations for regrading 
of the bailiffing staff and regarding increasing the total complement. 
However, because of wage restraint policies., etc. , these recommendations 
could not be adopted before the Regional Authority was formed, though 
attempts were made, not too successfully, to implement the proposals 
on additional staff. The Lancashire River Authority expressed the view 
that the. bailiff force should be increased, and these comments have 
been reinforced by members of the Local Advisory Committees in both 
the Cumberland and Lancashire areas. 
2. With the formation of the Authority it was clearly undesirable, 
if not impossible, to try to rationalise the bailiffs' pay structures 
on a piece-meal basis. It was therefore decided to look at the problem 
with a view to adopting a structure and grading for bailiffs which 
would be compatible with the requirements of the various areas of the 
region and which would allow for appropriate flexibility of operations 
and accommodate any increased complements which might be established 
in future. After discussions between the Headquarters, and Unit staff 
concerned, proposals were put to the Personnel Department for approval, 
which took into account both the operational requirements of the 
Aiithority and the "unsocial" hours worked by bailiffs. While the 
proposals have now been agreed in broad principle there are a number 
of items relating, to such matters as recognition of qualifications, 
career advancement, assimilation of grades, etc., which remain to be 
resolved. Further discussions are taking place and any new information 
which may be available will be presented to members at the meeting. 
3. The proposals envisage dividing each River Unit area into districts, 
each being supervised by a Fisheries Inspector, assisted by a Senior 
Bailiff. It is not envisaged that the proposals for merging River 
Units into one Rivers Division would affect the present district 
proposals, except for marginal boundary changes. 
4. A brief summary of the duties of the Fisheries Inspectors and 
Senior Bailiffs is given below:-
Fisheries Inspector 
Liaison between Fisheries Officer and the bailiff force, including 
overall supervision; reports on activities, incidents, etc., and 
comments on all offence reports; organisation and supervision of 
any special anti-poaching activities; organisation of rotas, 
special activities, time-keeping and general discipline. 
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In view of this situation it was proposed by a member of the 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committee that, before any decision was 
taken to proceed with the fishery protection works in the river, 
the possibility should be investigated of negotiating with Mr. While, 
a cessation of abstraction for power generation at Eels Dam during 
the months of July, August and September annually, and that advice 
should be obtained on the legality of using monies paid by Manchester 
under the terms of the Order to compensate the abstractor for loss of 
generating capacity during this period. The views of the Authority's 
Legal Department in this matter are as follows:-
The Manchester (Ullswater and Windermere) Water Order, 1966 
1. The powers under this Order for the former Manchester 
Corporation to abstract water from Lake Windermere were 
subject to the Corporation paying to the former Lancashire 
River Authority by way of compensation "such sum as may be 
agreed in respect of injurious affection (whether 
anticipated or suffered) to fisheries in consequence of 
the taking of waters from Windermere". 
2. However, the only restriction on how. any such compensation 
payment is to be spent is that it must be applied "to the 
improvement of the Fisheries" and this must of course refer 
to Fisheries that were or might have been affected by 
Manchester's abstraction. 
3. If therefore the cessation ofthe" abstraction by Mr.While 
from the River Leven altogether or during certain periods 
would result in an improvement to the Fisheries then there 
is no legal reason why the compensation money originally 
paid by Manchester Corporation to the Lancashire River 
Authority should .not be used as compensation payment to 
Mr. While for revocation or variation of his licence. 
The Committee finally rejected the recommendation laid before it 
by the Officers and agreed instead to recommend that the member's 
proposal should be adopted. 
In assessing the impact, upon fisheries, of abstraction from 
Windermere, the River Leven must be considered in three sections. 
The first of these extends from the weir at Newby Bridge to Eels Dam, 
the second from Eels Dam to the point where the turbine tail-race 
enters the river channel, and the third from the latter point down-
stream. Detailed comments relating to each of the three sections 
are as follows:-
Section 1 
At times when abstraction from Windermere is taking place, a 
certain degree of diminution of the residual flow down the river 
(which, due to the effect of lake storage, is not equivalent to the 
amount abstracted) will result. This becomes particularly significant 
at approximately the limiting summer residual flow in the river below 
Which abstraction from the Lake must cease - (60 m.g.d.). The effect 
of the abstraction in dry weather conditions is to bring forward the 
time at which residual flow is reduced to this figure, and, in con-
ditions of li'ght or intermittent summer rainfall, to prolong the period 
during which the residual flow remains at or near this figure. 
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Section 2 
Except for seepage through the structure of the dam, this section 
receives no direct flow from above the dam when the maximum permitted 
abstraction for power generation (121 m.g.d.) is taking place and the 
flow down the river is less than this figure. As the flow increases 
above 121 m.g.d., a flow which is significant to fisheries is reached 
in the vicinity of 250 img.d. (measured at Newby Bridge gauging weir) , 
this being the point around which maximum upstream movement of migratory 
fish takes place through, the fish counter at the head of the pass on 
Eels Dam. The most that can reasonably be claimed, therefore, is that 
abstraction from Windermere may marginally delay the time at which fish 
are most likely to run up over Eels Dam. 
Section 3 
The position here is the same as that in Section 1 but as this 
section communicates dir.ectly with the tidal length of the river the 
effect of abstraction from Windermere is likely to be less than in 
the former section. 
The direct effect, upon Section 2, of cessation of abstraction 
for power generation above Eels Dam, would be to bring forward in 
time the point at which migratory fish might be expected to ascend 
the Dam. At present, with maximum permitted abstraction for power 
generation taking place above the Dam, a flow down the river (measured 
at Newby Bridge gauging weir), of 250 m.g.d. is required to provide the 
stimulus and conditions, for maximum upstream movement of migratory fish. 
If no abstraction for power generation were taking place,-a flow down 
the river (measured similarly) of only 129 m.g.d. would be required to 
achieve the same state of affairs. It should,- however, be clearly 
understood that the delay in reaching these optimum conditions for 
fish movement is brought about entirely by 'the long-standing 
abstraction for power generation and not by the abstraction from 
Windermere. 
There would, of course, be times outside the proposed period of 
cessation, when the abstraction from Windermere would be taking place, 
with an equivalent impact upon fisheries. It should also be 
appreciated that, during the proposed period of cessation of 
abstraction for power generation, there would be occasions when 
abstraction from Windermere would be precluded by virtue of the 
limitations imposed by the Water Order - i.e. at flows below 60 m.g.d. 
during the priod May/September inclusive. It is clear, therefore, 
that during those periods outside the proposed period of cessation of 
abstraction for power generation, and on those occasions during July/ 
August and September when abstraction from Windermere is not taking 
place, the proposal to cease abstraction for power generation can 
provide no benefit to fisheries. 
The proposed works set out in the paper laid before the Lune, 
Wyre and Furness Local Fisheries Advisory Committee would clearly, 
by reason of their permanent nature, provide continuous benefit to 
fisheries at all lower flows, whether or not abstraction from 
Windermere was. taking place, and would also go some way towards 
off-setting the long-standing problem associated with the abstraction 
for power generation from above Eels Dam. 
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Up to November, 1973, with no abstraction from Windermere taking 
place, it could not reasonably be contended that there was any 
"injurious affection of fisheries" on the river. From that time 
onwards, however, abstraction has been taking place and can be 
expected to continue regularly in future. Ihere is thus an urgent 
need to take action in this matter to ensure compliance with the 
provisions' of the WaterOrder as it relates to the protection of 
fisheries. 
The Committee is therefore requested to recommend to the Water 
Management Committee the action which it consideres appropriate in 
the light of the facts set out above. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
30TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
Assessed Fisheries 
At the last meeting the Committee requested the Director of 
Finance and the Regional Fisheries Officer to report on this subject, 
the origin of which is to be found in the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act, 1923. 
The Act authorised the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food to make orders setting up fishery boards to be responsible, for 
maintaining, improving and developing salmon, trout or freshwater 
fisheries. The operations of these boards were financed from licence 
duties and, in order to provide a supplementary source of revenue, 
the Ministerial Order could authorise the board to impose, collect 
and recover from the owners or occupiers, a contribution assessed on 
several fisheries, i.e. those where a person has the sole and 
exclusive right to the fishing, whether or not he owns the soil. 
In order to levy a contribution the several fisheries have to 
be identified and a yearly value assessed, based on the annual rental 
at which the fishery might reasonably be let, if the tenant undertook 
to pay all usual tenant's.rates and taxes and to bear the cost of 
the repairs, insurances and other expenses necessary to maintain the 
fishery in a state to command the rent. If the owner did not agree 
the yearly value as determined by the board, he could object, 
(provided the assessment exceeded the net annual value of the fishery 
as used for general rating purposes) and the matter was then referred 
to arbitration. 
The orders made by the Minister covered other matters relevant 
to levying contributions, including the maintenance of a register of 
assessments, the recovery of contributions and the apportionment and 
re-determination of annual values, either on the application of the 
owner, or on a triennial basis at the instance of the board. 
If therefore, a board wished to implement, the provisions of the 
order it had to set up a system which was virtually a duplication of 
the system required to levy and collect the general rate. Not many board 
took advantage of this method of supplementing their revenue which 
produced only 4% of the total income of all the Boards. 
The River Boards established under the River Boards Act, 1948, 
took over the duties of the former fishery boards and the provisions 
of the 1923 Act applied to the new boards. Although fourteen of the 
thirty two river boards took powers to levy these contributions only 
five actually, did. so. Both the Cumberland and. Lancashire River Boards 
obtained orders in 19 55 and 19 54 respectively* Only Lancashire 
actually levied the contribution, on assessments inherited from 
former fishery boards. Assessments were last reviewed and revalued 
in the early sixties. 
The river boards were succeeded by the twenty-seven river 
authorities set up under the Water Resources Act, 1963, and they 
inherited the fisheries function. In 1973-74 only one English river 
authority, Lancashire, and three Welsh river authorities, South West 
Wales, Usk and Wye, levied fishery contributions. 
As. from 1st April, 19 74, the regional water authorities have 
inherited the fisheries function from the former river authorities 
and this Authority has followed the former practice of the Lancashire 
.River Authority of levying a contribution of 25p in the £, the maximum 
permitted under the Order, on those fisheries which have been assessed 
and situated in the area of the Lancashire River Unit. It Should be 
mentioned that the several fisheries subject to the contribution under 
the terms of the Order are only salmon and trout fisheries. It is 
estimated that the levy will produce a gross income of £1,900 and 
a conservative estimate of the cost of collection is £200. 
As mentioned above the Cumberland River Board obtained an order 
in 1955. A. considerable amount of information was collected on owner-
ships and rateable values but the work was not completed. Great 
difficulty was experienced in trying to identify such rateable values 
as were obtained with reputed ownerships. In many cases there were 
no rateable values. The Bledisloe Committee's recommendation that 
the powers of river boards to levy contributions should be ended, and 
the then Minister's agreement with this recommendation, decided the 
Board's Fisheries Revenue Committee to take no further action. 
The Lancashire River Board and the successor Authority held the 
view that income from fishery interests should be maximised and they 
recorded their disagreement with the recommendation of the Bledisloe 
Committee that fishery contributions should be abolished. 
An informal approach has been made to the Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Food to enquire as to their views on this matter. They 
seem- to recognise that this method of supplementing fishery revenues 
has outlined its usefulness and they expect to receive applications 
from the new water authorities to revoke 'the existing orders. They 
will raise no objection to such applications. 
The alternative courses of action available to the Authority 
would appear to be as follows :-. 
1. To continue as at present with contributions being levied only 
on some of the Lancashire Rivers, in which case a .very small 
sum is received at a fairly high cost in terms of administration 
from a very small section of the total fishery interests in the 
iregion, ,a situation which is. hardly defensible. 
2. To extend the scheme not only in Lancashire but also to Cumbria 
which would entail considerable work at a fairly high cost with 
an indeterminate- rate of return on such expenditure. 
3. To seek revocation of the existing orders and to make good the 
small loss of income when reviewing the alternative sources of 
fishery revenues, licence duties and permits. 
The third course of action is recommended. 
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
30TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
Income from Licence Duties 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the past 
and present relationships between expenditure and income relating to 
Fisheries, in particular, the income from licence duties, so that they 
might recommend to the Authority what they consider to be a desirable 
relationship for the foreseeable future. When the Authority has 
approved this relationship, (which they will, have to consider in a 
broader context covering not only Fisheries but similar activities of 
the Authority, e.g. Recreation and Amenity), work could then commence 
on reviewing licence duties with a view to introducing, them as from 
1st January, 1976. 
Income and Expenditure Statistics 
3. Whereas in 1949 and 1959 licence duties throughout England and 
Wales contributed 72% and 74% respectively towards total expenditure, 
by 1973 this percentage had dropped to 50%. Licence duties accounted 
for less than 50% of total expenditure in Cumberland and Lancashire 
at that date and in the current year are estimated to contribute only 
22% towards the cost of the Cumberland River Unit expenditure and 32% 
towards the cost of the Lancashire. River Unit expenditure, the 
remaining deficit being charged to District Councils, along with the 
Sewerage and Sewage Disposal Charge, to be collected through the 
general rate. 
4. In August, 1972, the then Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food announced the Government's proposals for the future financing of 
fisheries. These were that fisheries would continue to be financed in 
the main from licence fees and deficits would be made good from the 
charges for water services. On the evidence of the above figures it 
is clear that fisheries expenditure is not being financed in the main 
from licence duties in the area of the Authority. 
5. The following details show the effects of determining that 
licence duties should make a given percentage contribution towards 
total expenditure on fisheries. The examples are based on 1974-75 
estimates, to the nearest £'000. and there can be little doubt that 
the estimates for 1975-76 and future years will show larger net 
deficits to be included in the general service charge added to the 
general rate (resulting from inflation and proposals to extend or 
improve the service) unless licence duties are substantially increased 
As the Committee are aware, no licence duties are levied in the Mersey 
and Weaver River Unit area and it is therefore excluded from.consider-
ation for the time being. 
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The appendix shows the current scales of licence duties in force 
at present. These duties have been in operation in the Cumberland 
River Unit Area since January, 19 71, and in the Lancashire River Unit 
Area since January, 1972. 
The principle underlying the 1973 Water Act financing arrange-
ments is that the new Water Authorities should make charges for 
services rather than impose taxes. Therefore, there will be more 
emphasis in future on those who enjoy a particular facility or service 
paying for it. This principle is being followed by the Government in 
attempting to give some relief from the Sewerage and Sewage Disposal 
Chaxge in the coming financial year, to those who are not connected 
to main drainage. If this principle prevails and licence duties are 
not substantially increased as from 1st January, 1976, fishery 
interests will have to be prepared for even greater increases in sub-
sequent reviews. There are two problems. Firstly, the contribution 
from licences towards expenditure is now very low. Secondly, as 
there is a marked difference in the levels of income from licences 
in Cumberland and Lancashire, the Committee may wish to consider 
bringing the two scales into harmony in stages instead of in one 
operation. This would, almost certainly, involve a series of local 




Rod and Line 
£ 
Whole Area: Season 6.00. 
7 day 2.00 
1 day 1.00 
Season, Junior (S.W. Cumberland only) 0.50 
Part Area: Season 4.00 
(S.W. Cumberland, Rivers Ellen, Cocker 
and Derwent (above Ouse Bridge)) 
MIGRATORY TROUT, TROUT AND CHAR 
Rod and Line 
Whole Area: Season 2.00 
Junior Season Licences in the following 
Districts: River Esk, River Eden, 
River Ellen, River Derwent, each District 0.25 
SALMON 
Instruments other than Rod and Line 
Whole Area: Haaf Nets 6.50 
River Esk: Drift Nets 30.00 
River Eden: Coops 55.00 
RiverEden: Drift Nets 60.00 
River Derwent:- Coops 125.00 
S.W. Cumberland: Garth 65.00 
Public Waters: Drift Nets 35.00 
SALMON - GENERAL LICENCES 
River Esk: 1 @ 40.00 
1 @ 2 0 . 0 0 
River Eden: 1 @ 65.00 
2 @ 50.00 
1 @ 45.00 
1 @ 23.00 
No licence to fish with Rod and Line for COARSE FISH is shown in the 
list in the Annual Report. 
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3. The Committee should note that the foregoing report does not 
take account of the comments made by the various Local Committees 
relating to the question of the purchase of fisheries, since this 
.matter is dealt with in detail in a separate report (see Item No. 
10 of the Agenda) . 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
30TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
Purchase of Fisheries 
3. Should this Committee accept and endorse the - recommendations 
of the Local Committees it will be necessary to consider to what 
extent the policy of acquisition of waters should.be carried out 
during the year 1975-76 and to.determine the appropriate sum of 
money which should be recommended for inclusion in the financial 






Fishing on Reservoirs controlled by the Authority 
1. At the present time, the fishing rights on a number of the 
reservoirs owned by the Authority are leased to local Angling 
Associations and Clubs under arrangements made by the former 
Water Undertakings' (now Water Supply Units of the Authority) 
2. Under paragraph 45(2) of the Authority's "Instrument of 
Delegation to Units", such leases may be renewed by the Unit 
concerned, but on an annual basis only. However, in the case of 
an. Association or Club, wishing to obtain a.new lease of fishing 
rights on a water where these rights have not been previously let, 
no parallel arrangement exists, and the granting of a lease cannot, 
under current arrangements be contemplated until the Authority's 
policy for Water Recreation generally has been determined, a task 
which seems unlikely to be completed, for some time. In the mean-
while, the Authority is losing potential revenue, and the public 
is losing the use of potential recreational facilities. 
3. It is reasonable to suppose that,.whatever other forms of 
recreation may ultimately be permitted on various waters, angling 
is likely to figure high on the list. With this in mind, discussions 
have been held with the Directorates of Operations. Resource Planning 
and Administration about the possibility of offering to interested 
Associations and Clubs an annual "licence" for the use of fishing, 
rights on suitable reservoirs which are not at present fished. This 
licence would contain suitable safeguards for the Authority's 
interests, and would ..provide for the existence of other forms, of 
recreation on the water. It. would: also make provision for the issue 
of a number of day tickets to the public. Provision should be made 
for the licence to be renewable annually for a further period of 
twelve months, to assist with the arrangements at present in force 
for existing .leases. The Directorates consulted have indicated that 
they see no objection to this proposal. 
4. The Committee is therefore requested to recommend to the Water 
Management Committee that such an arrangement for the issue of short-
term licences for fishing rights should be introduced as a temporary 
measure, pending determination of the Authority's policy for Water 
Recreation. 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
30TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 


Regional Fish Hatchery Requirements 
At the present time the Authority operates three fish hatcheries, 
one in the Cumberland River Unit area and two in the Lancashire River 
Unit area. Two of these provide additional facilities for rearing fry 
to various stages of development. 
The Cumberland hatchery is situated at Holmwrangle near Armathwaite 
on land rented from a local landowner. Water is supplied by gravity 
from the small Hurley Beck which flows past the site. A supply of 
0.5 m.g.d. in normal conditions, falling to 0.3 m.g.d. at times of 
drought,, can.be obtained from this source. Following rain this water-
course carries a very heavy silt load which, in. the past, has created 
problems in the hatchery to such an' extent that it became necessary, 
in the course of carrying out improvements and expansion at the site 
in 1973, to sink a borehole from which to obtain an alternative supply 
for use at such times. The yield from this source is 0.5 m.g.d. 
Facilities for rearing are provided by 20 2-metre fry tanks and three 
9.14 metre diameter circular tanks. With the limitations imposed by 
water supplies, an output of 1.5 million fed fry is the normal maximum, 
although this could be raised to 2 million if some considerable measure 
of over-crowding, with its associated risks, is accepted. Upto 30,000 
under-yearlings and progressively fewer older fish could be reared on 
in the circular tanks. Salmon and sea-trout (and, in 1973-74, a number 
of brown trout) are produced. 
The Lancashire River Unit hatcheries 'are situated at Mdleton 
near Sedbergh and at Langcliffe near Settle. The former can handle 
up to one million salmon ova and up to 1.5 million sea-trout ova in 
two separate hatchery units. Here, again, expansion is restricted 
by the limitations of water supply, which is taken from-a small beck 
adjacent to the site. There are no rearing facilities except for 
limited period feeding of the fry in the hatchery troughs. Langcliffe 
Rearing Station has incubator equipment capable of handling up to 
376,000 salmon ova. Initial rearing of all the fry produced can be 
Undertaken in a battery of 48 2-metre tanks. . As the fry grow, the 
total number which can be accommodated decreases progressively. The 
incubator is fed from a spring supply with limited yield, while the 
rearing tanks are fed through a long pipeline from the River Ribble. 
Although this installation operated satisfactorily for a number of 
years after it was commissioned, trouble has been experienced in recent 
years with heavy losses of both alevins and fry. This has been 
attributable, in part, to high temperatures and algal development, 
associated with the low flows and hot weather which have.been experienced 
during the spring and early simmer in recent years. Other factors 
which may be .involved are currently being investigated. 
A further problem has, from time to time, been the provision of 
sufficient salmon and sea-trout, ova to meet the requirements of the 
hatcheries in both the Cumberland and the Lancashire area. The only 
fixed trap for ascending adults is at Broad Raine on the River Lune, 
and fish from here provide ova for Middleton hatchery. Ova for 
Holmwrangle and Langcliffe have had to be obtained each year from fish 
captured by electric fishing. This is an unreliable method of taking 
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fish except at times of quite low flow. It is also liable to cause 
permanent damage, and even death, to the fish, and may have some 
effect upon the ova themselves. Clearly, therefore, it is important 
that additional traps should be installed, as soon as may be possible 
if a dependable supply of adult fish in good condition is to be 
available to supply ova for hatching. 
5. With the establishment of the North West Water Authority, a large 
number of water supply reservoirs, many of them in the South Lancashire 
and Cheshire area, have come under the direct control of the Authority. 
Of these, a considerable proportion provide trout fishing, and the 
trout required annually for stocking are either bought from commercial 
hatcheries or are produced in small, local hatcheries which are 
operated as a side-line by a number of the Water Supply Units. The 
facilities and capacities of the latter hatcheries vary considerably, 
and they were originally created for local reservoir stocking. 
6. Until a decision is reached on future hatchery policy, the 
existing hatcheries throughout the Region should continue in operation 
as hitherto. 
7. A working party of officers will be submitting a report to a 
future meeting of this Committee in due course, covering all aspects 
of hatchery requirements, and no action by the Committee is required 
at this time. 
Fish Diseases - Ban on imports of Wild. Freshwater Fish 
1. Information was received on 21st August, 1974, that the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food were proposing to tighten the 
existing import controls of freshwater fish into this country, after 
3lst December, 1974. This date, was subsequently altered to 1st April, 
1975, in view of representations from importers to the effect that, 
earlier restrictions on imports would involve -them in claims for com-
pensation for breach of contract with their Continental suppliers., 
2. Under the revised arrangements, the Ministry will not issue any 
licence after 1st April, 19 75, for the import of wild, live freshwater 
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3. In recent years the considerable increase in the number of 
anglers in this country has resulted in a.greater demand for fresh-
water fish for stocking waters, and this demand has been largely 
satisfied by imports from Europe. These imports are taking place 
at a time when the prevalence of fish diseases in Europe is giving 
rise to considerable concern. International action to control the 
spread of communicable fish diseases is under active consideration, 
and clearly it is important that this country should play its full 
part in whatever steps are taken. In addition, it is, of course, 
important to avoid, as a matter of policy, the spread of fish 
diseases in this country. 
4. Live freshwater fish, as well as water, can act as carriers of 
certain very harmful virus diseases. The increasing number of reared 
freshwater fish imported at a time when the incidence of disease in 
Continental countries is growing must increase the risk in this 
country unless the most stringent health certification controls are 
observed. The conditions set out in the revised health certificate 
which the Ministry propose to introduce from 1st April, 1975, will 
ensure, as far as possible, that only healthy reared fish are imported. 
However, these conditions can only be complied with in respect of 
freshwater fish reared in fish farms where the stocks are kept under 
strict surveillance and where the conditions in the health certifi-
cates can be met. It is for this reason that a ban on the importation 
of live, wild freshwater fish has been considered necessary. 
5. No action is required by the Committee on the foregoing which is 
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Water Quality Representation on 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committees 
1. The Authority, with the support of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, have agreed in principle to the Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees being augmented to include one or two persons 
knowledgeable in the quality aspects of surface waters in addition 
to those already appointed with "fishery" experience. 
2. Before taking any action in the matter, the Chairman of the 
Authority was anxious to know whether the Local Committees wished 
to suggest any names for consideration from within their respective 
areas and therefore the matter was brought to the attention of the 
Local Committees at their meetings in June. 
3. The Lune, Wyre and Furness Fisheries Advisory Committees 
nominated Dr. J. V. Dyer, the Lancaster and District Community 
Physician whilst the South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 
put forward the name of Professor W. Kershaw, Head of the Biology 
Department, Salford University. 
4. The Chairman approved both nominations and the nominees have 
accepted the invitation to serve on the respective Advisory Committees. 
5. The Mersey and Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee at their 
September meeting nominated Dr. J. W. Jones, O.B.E., of the Department 
of ZoologyLiverpool University, and an invitation has therefore been 
extended to Dr. Jones. 
6. The South and West Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee have 
intimated that they are of the. opinion that the quality aspects of . 
surface waters are adequately represented by the present membership 
of the Committee. 
7. The Eden and District Fisheries Advisory Committee have the 
matter under consideration and have not as yet made any nomination. 


